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) - EPA temporarily closes Rockton plant

By Michele Meyer ) ) >
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» resaarch. a state pemei has been
told. .
“The time of making political hay of
environmental problems should be over [1's time
for solutions.” said Charles Bartholomew,

chairman of the Department of Civil Engmeering -

at Bradley University

Bartholomsw was one of three witnesses who
testified Monday Sefore (he Land Dispossl
Committee of the Ilinois Hazardous Waste Task
Force.

He 10ld the panel that regulations governing
disposal nl toxic waste are based on “‘too little
knowledge. ' 1n part because hazardous wasle
disposal is “"an inexact science

The tach lorce 19 holding a series ol bearings
around the state and plans to 1zsue a final report in
December on a comprehensive approach to
Hhnws hazardous waste problem

That problem has been mighlighted in the past

| week by two government reports.

i The 'S, General Accounting Office reported

! fast week that 3% of 38 lllinows hazardous waste
dumps checked last spring were not sbiding by

dumps not obeying the rules.

In s response (o the report, the [EPA said ot
does pot have the money (o hire enough people lo
inspect dumnps and 10 carry out Uhe federal rules.

“The public expectation is great . . bmt the
government funding is not commensurate,”” IEPA
Director Richard Carlsom said I an interview.

A regort by the US. EPA said Illinols asd the .

five other Grest Lakes states produce more toxic
wastes and contain more hazardous waste disposal
siles than any other region of the United States.

The EPA report said 38 percent of the toxie
waste dispoyed of in 1981 wer* into lagoons or pits
located sdjacent ko plants generating the toxic
material.

Thomas Johnson of the State Geological Survey
Division testified that those ‘surface

"~ mey be “the sleeping piants i .

impoundrments
terms of potentist for contamination ™

Jobnsor ssid most lagoons are jocated withowt
regard to° geolagical conditions and potentisl for
growpdwater polivtion, and many are built
primarily with eonvenience and cost in mind.

testimony

Johnson called preservation of growndwater
essential He said a 1977 [EPA study showed that
82 percent of rueal Ninoisans. and 30 percent of the

siate’s population. depended on groundwater as a |

drinking source : .

Testimony alse was given by Johs Rademacher
of the Velscol Chemmdeal Corp of Chicago, win
discussed injection of haeardous waste into wells
dug deep into the ground.

Rademacher described the aperatioms of such 2
well at Velsicol's pesticide plant in Marshall He
sald deep-well injection was the only cafe and
practical allernative for disposing of (he salt
produced i the [irm 8 pesticide-making provess

The salt is contained in 100 million gatlons of
waler each vear that 15 pumped uo to 3,000 (eet
undcrgtound. weit below water tables. he saic
Such wells cost about $1 million, said Rademacher
vice premdent [or environmenial. hecaith and
regulatory affairs at Velsicol.
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Court,

to
uoun..m‘ 8 decision ben-
(ltuit.ludge.'l'hnmu Flood ruled
again®t Ploneer’s request to dismiss
the sult filed in 1982 by the Hlinois At-

torney General's office and La Salle
County State's Attorney s office.

The muiit contends the
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refused %o overtarn his own Juj
ordered Pioneer Lo plead or an-
u_l;u!sahldnn.
case is similar i
o tos Wll_mville.
landfill. That downatate comm:
fought five years before wimlngmig
legal battle forcing a waste handling
fum o nﬂze 8,000 barrels of
w t
mddwlhn ot a cost of a3
Eleven persons sre named ded
dants in the La Salle Couy:: ca:
lllm_ they should be stopped rom
opening the landfill before it develops
mo 8  Wilsonville-situation wirh
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